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 Poster Committee 
Name                     Biography 
  Carol Baum, PhD, OTR Dr.  Baum is Elias Michael Director and Professor of Occupational Therapy and Professor of Neurology. In 
her research, Dr. Baum seeks to link biomedical approaches of rehabilitation to community health and 
population approaches that can prevent secondary conditions that must be managed to sustain health in 
the presence of chronic health conditions and disability.  (Washington University School of Medicine, 
Department of Occupational Therapy) 
 
Debra Haire-Joshu, PhD Dr. Haire-Joshu is a Professor of Public Health, and Medicine; Associate Dean for Research, Brown School; 
and Director, Center for Obesity Prevention and Policy Research Scholar, Institute of Public Health .  Her 
current research focuses on population based and policy approaches to prevention of obesity and chronic 
disease, which is supported by a number of National Institutes of Health agencies (Washington University 
Brown School of Social Work and Washington University School of Medicine) 
Lisa Lawrence, MA Ms. Lawrence is an Expedited Review Specialist, Biomedical and Behavioral Studies at Washington 
University in St. Louis. Her background includes project coordination of mental health services research, 
research survey development and design, and volunteer work with persons with dementia. (Washington 
University) 
Michael Leary, MA Mr. Leary is an IRB Review Analyst at Washington University in St. Louis. He lectures frequently on religion 
and ethics at local and national conferences.  (Washington University) 
Nancy Morrow-Howell, PhD Dr. Morrow-Howell  is the Ralph and Muriel Pumphrey Professor of Social Work.  Dr. Morrow-Howell is a 
national leader in gerontology, widely known for her work on productive and civic engagement of older 
adults. (Washington University Brown School of Social Work)     
Mitch Sommers, PhD  Dr. Sommers is Professor of Psychology and chair of the behavior IRB subcommittee at Washington 
University. His varied experience includes social/behavioral and biomedical research methodologies work 
with vulnerable populations and engaged the community in research.  (Washington University Department 
of Psychology) 
 
